BUS 493D

  Special Topics
Black Business Leadership: Past, Present, & Future

Spring 2005
University of Puget Sound

Professor:
Dr. Jeffrey J. Matthews
Office:

Room #111c, McIntyre Hall

Telephone:
(home) 460-7955



(office) 879-3155

E-mail:

jmatthews@ups.edu

Office Hours:
 Monday 3-5pm, special appointments always available. 

Course Description
This course examines the historical and contemporary business leadership experiences of African Americans in the United States from the colonial era to the present. Besides gaining a broad contextual understanding of the subject, students will identify and analyze the key themes and critical issues within this important social and academic subject, especially the long-lasting influence of racism and prejudice on the evolution of black capitalism. The course will also feature research into the history and state of black business leadership in Tacoma and the Puget Sound region.
Week 1
/January 17
Introduction
Africans In America (video)
Week 2
/January 24
Juliet Walker, “Constructing and Historiography of African American Business” in The African American Experience: An Historiographical and Bibliographical Guide (2001), eds. A.E. Strickland and R.E. Weems, Jr.

Juliet Walker, "Introduction" in Encyclopedia Of African American Business History (1999): xiii-xxxi. 

Douglass Bristol, Jr., "From Outposts to Enclaves: A Social History of Black Barbers from 1750 to 1915," Enterprise & Society 5 (December 2004): 594-606.

Tiffany M. Gill, "Civic Beauty: Beauty Culturists and the Politics of African American Female Entrepreneurship," Enterprise & Society 5 (December 2004): 583-93.

Africans In America (video)

Week 3
/January 31

Garry Wills, “Intellectual Leader: Socrates” and “Antitype: Ludwig Wittgenstein” in Certain Trumpets: The Call of Leaders (1994).

“Colonial America, Black Business” and “Colonial America, Slave Market Women” in Encyclopedia of African American Business History (1999), ed. Juliet Walker.
“Free Black Entrepreneurs” in Encyclopedia of African American Business History.

Juliet Walker, “Introduction” in The History of Black Business In America (1998).

Juliet Walker, “Business Activities of African-American Slaves, 1790-1865” Black Business In America.

Week 4
/February 7


Walker, Free Frank, pp. 1-92

*Tacoma Research Project
Week 5
/February 14

Walker, Free Frank, pp. 93-174
*Tacoma Research Project
Week 6
/February 21

Walker, “Black Business from 1865 to 1900,” Black Business In America.
*Tacoma Research Project
Week 7
/February 28

Walker, “The Golden Age of Black Business,” Black Business In America.
*Tacoma Research Project

Week 8
/March 7

Walker, “From the Depression to Civil Rights In Black Business,” Black Business In America.
*Tacoma Research Project
Week 9
/March 14
SPRING BREAK
Week 10/March 21

Walker, “Rise of Black Corporate America, 1945-1995,” Black Business In America.

*Tacoma Research Project

Week 11/March 28

Matthews, “Yankee Enterprise! The Houghtons of Massachusetts & The Rise and Fall of ‘Corning Incorporated,’ 1851-1871,” Essays In Economic And Business History 20 (2002).

Richard Marius, A Short Guide to Writing about History (1989), ix-59.

*Tacoma Research Project

Week 1
2/April 4
Juliet Walker, "Women Business Enterprises" in Encyclopedia Of African American Business History (1999): 597-619.
Walker, “Oprah Winfrey, The Tycoon: Contextualizing The Economics Of Race, Class, And Gender in Black Business History In Post-Civil Rights America” in Black Business And Economic Power (2002). 

*Earvin Magic Johnson Research Project
Week 1
3/April 11
Jeffrey Walker, "Sports, Athletes Enterprises And Entrepreneurs" in Encyclopedia Of African American Business History, ed. Juliet Walker (1999): 530-540.
David K. Wiggins, “The African American Athletic Experience” in The African American Experience: An Historiographical and Bibliographical Guide (2001), eds. A.E. Strickland and R.E. Weems, Jr.

*Earvin Magic Johnson Research Project

Week 1
4/April 18

Cora Daniels, Black Power Inc.: The New Voice Of Success, pp.1-106
*Earvin Magic Johnson Research Project

Week 1
5/April 25

Daniels, Black Power Inc.: The New Voice Of Success, pp. 107-201
*Earvin Magic Johnson Research Project

Week 16/May 2

Historiography of BBH

a.   American History Survey Texts

b. American Business History Texts

c. African-American History Texts

d. African-American Business History Literature

e. Search Dissertations, Masters Theses

f. Statistical Data—govt and other, Black Enterprise Lists

Local Black Business History

a.   American History Survey Texts

b. American Business History Texts

c. African-American History Texts

d. African-American Business History Literature

e. Northwest History Texts—General, Business, & African-Americans

f. Washington State History Texts—General, Business, & African-Americans

g. Puget Sound History Texts—General, Business, & African-Americans

h. Pierce County & Tacoma—General, Business, & African-Americans

i. Washington & Puget Sound Primary Sources—newspapers, etc.

j. Search Dissertations, Masters Theses

Earvin “Magic” Johnson

a. Autobiographies & Biographies--EJ

b. Autobiographies & Biographies—Coaches, Teammates, Rivals, Teams

c. Above books on Black Business History

d. Periodicals—Time, Newsweek, Black Enterprise, SI, Sporting News

e. Newspapers—NYT, LAT

f. Television & Radio shows—CNN Pinnacle, Fox Sports Network, Tavis

g. *pursue Johnson family genealogy and local histories

h.  Search Dissertations, Masters Theses

*Meetings with:

UPS Reference Librarian--Business

UPS Reference Librarian—History

UPS Professors—History, African-American Studies

Washington State History Museum Director

Local Public Historians

*Themes: gender, INTL, entrep, intrap, CRM, SR, ED, Govt, Mentors, athletes/celebrities, health care

Select Readings

Cora Daniels, Black Power Inc.: The New Voice of Success (2004)

Derek T. Dingle, Titans of B.E.: Black CEOs Who Redefined and Conquered American Business (1999)

Jim Haskins, Black Stars: African American Entrepreneurs (1998)

Reginald F. Lewis, Why Should White Guys Have All The Fun (1995)

Juliet E.K. Walker, Free Frank: A Black Pioneer on the Antebellum Frontier (1983)

Brett Pulley, The Billion Dollar BET: Robert Johnson (2004)

Juliet Walker, The History of Black Business In America: Capitalism, Race, Entrepreneurship (1998) 

Gregory S. Bell, In The Black: A History of African Americans on Wall Street (2002)

Carol Jenkins, Black Titan: A.G. Gaston and the Making of a Black American Millionaire (2004)

John N Ingham, African-American Business Leaders: A Biographical Dictionary (1994)
Robert E. Weems, Jr., "Out of the Shadows: Business Enterprise and African American historiography," Business & Economic History 26 (Fall 1997): 200-211.

Jeffrey E. Walker, "Sports, Athletes Enterprises And Entrepreneurs" in Encyclopedia Of African American Business History (Westport, CT, 1999): 530-540. 

