
India's Past and Present 

Date Topics Discussed Readings Due Writing Due 

Thurs, April 9 Group B Response Paper #3 

Tues, April 14 • Assessing India's colonial past: Bollywood 
revises history 

l:l Sumita S. Chakravarty, from "The Recuperation of 

History and Memory," in National Identity in Indian 
Popular Cinema 1947-1987, pp 157-173. 

Group A Scene Analysis due 

4/14 Screening * Mughal-e-Azam (1960), dir. K. Asif 

Thurs, April 16 Group C Response Paper #3 

Tues, April 21 • Can popular films question national 

narratives? 

4/21 Screening *OilSe (1998), dir. Mani Ratnam 

Thurs, April 23 Group D Response Paper #3 

Wrap Up and Presentations 

Date Topics Discussed Readings Due Writing Due 

Tues, April 28 • Final Project Presentations 

4/28 Screening • Final Project Presentations 

Thurs, April 30 • Final Project Presentations 

Tues, May 5 • Final Project Presentations 

5/5 Screening 

(in Wy 101) 
• Final Project Presentations 

Tues, May 12 - Final Project Papers Due (no later than 6pm) 
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Supplemental Readings 
The number of scholarly books and articles on Bollywood film is very large. Below is just a small sample of 
scholarly books on relevant topics: 

•	 Moinak Biswas, ed, Apu and After: Re-visiting Ray's Cinema (Seagull Books, 2006) 
•	 Mihir Bose, Bollywood: A History (Tempus, 2006) 
•	 Santi Das, ed, Satyajit Ray: An Intimate Master (Allied, 1998) 

•	 Rachel Dwyer, 100 Bollywood Films (BFI, 2005) 
•	 Rachel Dwyer, Filming the Gods: Religion and Indian Cinema (Routledge, 2006) 
•	 Tejaswini Ganti, Bollywood: A Guidebook to Popular Hindi Cinema (Routledge, 2004) 
•	 K. Moti Gokulsing and Wimal Dissanayake, Indian Popular Cinema: a Narrative of Cultural Change 

(Trentham, 2004) 
•	 Subhash K. Jha, The Essential Guide to Bollywood (Roli Books, 2005) 
•	 Lalit Mohan Joshi, ed, Bollywood: Popular Indian Cinema (Dakini Books, 2002) 

•	 Ashish Rajadhyaksha & Paul Willemen, eds, Encyclopaedia of Indian Cinema (BFI, 2002) 
•	 Preben Kaarsholm, ed, City Flicks: Indian Cinema and the Urban Experience (Seagull Books, 2007) 
•	 Nasreen Munni Kabir, Bollywood: The Indian Cinema Story (Channel 4 Books, 2001) 
•	 Raminder Kaur & Ajay J. Sinha, eds, Bollyworld: Popular Indian Cinema Through a Transnational Lens 

(Sage, 2005) 

•	 Vijay Mishra, Bollywood Cinema: Temples of Desire (Routledge, 2002) 
•	 M. Madhava Prasad, Ideology of the Hindi film: A Historical Construction (OUP, 2000) 
•	 Yves Thoraval, The cinemas of India (Macmillian, 2000) 
•	 Ravi S. Vasudevan, Making Meaning in Indian Cinema (OUP, 2000) 
•	 Jyotika Virdi, The Cinematic ImagiNation: Indian Popular Films as Social History (Rutgers UP, 2003) 
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