Latin 201: Cicero

	Instructor: Eric Orlin
	Email: eorlin@ups.edu

	Office: Wyatt 149
	Office Phone: x2717

	Office Hours: MF 10-11, W 3-4 
	


Course Description And Objectives:

The primary aim of this course is for students to improve their reading proficiency in Latin by solidifying their understanding of Latin grammar and syntax and increasing their working vocabularies.  We will begin with a brief review of the fundamentals of Latin studied last year and with the introduction of a few new concepts and forms, before turning our attention to our main text for the semester, Cicero’s De Amicitia. By the end of the term, we will complete the text of the De Amicitia, which will require on average just over a page per day.  We will intersperse our translation work with discussions of Late Republican culture that will provide a broader historical perspective on the philosophical issues that Cicero discusses throughout his work.
Student Outcomes:

By the end of the semester students should have:

· improved their command of Latin grammar and increased their reading speed

· expanded their Latin vocabulary base and increased their facility with a Latin-English dictionary

· begun to understand how close analysis of a text contributes to a fuller comprehension of its meaning

· developed their ability to express their observations and conclusions in written form

Requirements and Grades:

· Preparation and collegiality will count for 30% of your term grade.  As the primary focus of this class is on reading a Latin text and discussing its significance, students are expected to prepare the assigned section of text before class every day.  By ‘preparing for class’, I do not mean that you have to have a perfect word-for-word translation prepared, but that you have carefully worked through the assigned passage, by (1) looking up unfamiliar vocabulary, (2) identifying inflected endings, and (3) attempting to figure out the grammar and put the sentence together.  I actually believe it is better for your Latin if you do not write out a full translation, but make notes that remind you of key elements in the sentence.  Working through the sentence a second time in class will help solidify your command of the Latin.

· We will have quizzes every two weeks on the work we have done over the previous two weeks.  These quizzes will focus on identifying grammatical forms and syntactical constructions.

· Students will write an essay of 4-6 pages employing close analysis on a short section of text to draw out what each student sees as the full meaning of the text.  Further instructions will be distributed by the end of September.

· We will have a midterm exam, as well as a final exam in our regularly scheduled block.  The midterm will cover translation of the text up to that point, while the final exam will cover translation of the text for the second half of the course as well as a sight translation.

Grades will be determined according to the following scheme:

	Preparation and Participation:
	30%

	Essay (Nov. 26): 
	10%

	Quizzes
	20%

	Midterm Exam (Monday, October 15):
	15%

	Final Exam (Dec. 17, 12-2 p.m.): 
	25%


Texts:

The text required for purchase is Cicero, De Amicitia, edited by H. Gould (Duckworth, 2006). Each student also needs to possess a respectable Latin-English dictionary; I have asked the bookstore to stock the Cassell's Latin Dictionary as an inexpensive option ($16.50 at Amazon).  However, if you plan to continue your study of Latin beyond this class, you may want to purchase the Elementary Latin Dictionary edited by Charlton T. Lewis for $45.  This text is the best abridged dictionary of Classical Latin, taken from the authoritative Oxford Latin Dictionary (which itself is available for a mere $225!). Though the Elementary Latin Dictionary is a tad more expensive, you will find it money well spent if you are serious about studying Latin.

Further Readings:

Here are some books in Collins Library to consult on Cicero, the Late Roman Republic, or the topic of friendship in antiquity:

Fitzgerald, John T. (ed.)  Greco-Roman perspectives on friendship.  (Atlanta, 1997).

Fuhrmann, Manfred.  Cicero and the Roman Republic.  (Oxford, 1992).

Habicht, Christian.  Cicero the politician. (Baltimore, 1990).

Leach, E. W. "Absence and Desire in Cicero's De Amicitia."  Classical World  87 (1993), 3-20.

MacKendrick, Paul. The philosophical books of Cicero.  (New York, 1989).

May, James M. (ed.)  Brill's companion to Cicero: oratory and rhetoric. (Leiden, 2002).

Powell, J. G. F. (ed.)
Cicero the philosopher: twelve papers.  (Oxford, 1995).

Rawson, Beryl.  The politics of friendship: Pompey and Cicero.   (Sydney, 1978).

Riggsby, Andrew M.
Crime and community in Ciceronian Rome.  (Austin, 1999).

Steel, Catherine.  Reading Cicero :genre and performance in late republican Rome.  (London, 2005).

Vasaly, Ann.  Representations: images of the world in Ciceronian oratory.  (Berkeley,1993).

Course Schedule:
Specific assignments will be given in class each day.  In general you can expect to translate slightly one page of the text for each class session.  For the first week, we will spend some time learning the few constructions that you did not have the time to learn last spring, as follows:

Wednesday, Sept. 5

Ch. 38:
Relative clause of characteristic (including result and purpose uses)


Dative of reference

Friday, Sept. 7:

Ch. 39:  
Gerund (verbal noun) and gerundive (verbal adjective)

Ch. 40:
Fear Clauses

The best way to learn at this point is to use these constructions, so there will be some readings handed out in class with which to practice.  We will begin reading Cicero on Monday, September 10, with the first assignment due in class for Wednesday, September 12.
